
 

 

   NMS Summer Reading 2019 7th Grade 
 

 All students entering 7th grade read At the Edge: Daring Acts in Desperate Times by Larry 
Verstraete and at least  one title from this list.  

 

In September, all students will complete a writing assignment on At the Edge.  Students will also take a quiz or 
complete a project on their choice book. Titles that are marked with an * have the option of taking a quiz or 
completing a project. Titles without an * have only a project option.  
 

Titles that are included in the 2019-2020 Book Challenge are noted at the end of the annotation with a ++ 
 

Click here to jump to Fantasy/Science Fiction, Historical Fiction, Mystery/Adventure, Nonfiction, Realistic Fiction  
 

FANTASY/SCIENCE FICTION 
* Akata Witch by Nnedi Okorafor -- Sunny discovers she has magic powers but needs a crash course in spells and 
juju to help her friends stop a killer, who has abilities much stronger than theirs. 
 
Good Dog by Dan Gemeinhart -- Brodie was a good dog. And good dogs go to heaven. Except Brodie can't move on 
just yet. As wonderful as his glimpse of the afterlife is, he can't forget the boy he left behind. The boy he loved, and 
who's still in danger. So Brodie breaks the rules of heaven. He returns to Earth as a spirit and is determined to find 
his boy and to save him. Even if it costs him paradise. Even if he loses his eternal soul. Because it's what a good dog 
would do.   
 
*Leviathan by Scott Westerfeld -- In an alternate 1914 Europe, 15-year-old Austrian Prince Alek, running from the 
Clanker Powers who are trying to take over the globe, forms an alliance with Deryn, who, disguised as a boy to join 
the British Air Service, is learning to fly. 
 

HISTORICAL FICTION 
*Black Radishes by Susan Lynn Meyer -- Gustave, having been forced to move from Paris to the countryside after 
his parents decided it was not safe for Jews to live in the city during World War II, meets a Catholic girl named 
Nicole, whose family is part of the French Resistance, and together they devise a plan to rescue his friend and 
family members from the Nazi occupied territory.  
 
*Bread and Roses, Too by Katherine Paterson -- Rosa’s mother is singing again, for the first time since Papa died 
in an accident in the mills. But instead of filling their apartment with lullabies, Mamma is out on the streets 
singing union songs, and Rosa is terrified that her mother and sister, Anna, are endangering their lives by 
marching against the corrupt mill owners. When Rosa is sent to Vermont with other children to live with strangers 
until the strike is over, she fears she will never see her family again. Then, on the train, a boy begs her to pretend 
that he is her brother. She agrees to protect him even though she suspects that he is hiding a secret. 
 
Ghost Boys by Jewell Parker Rhodes -- Twelve-year-old Jerome is shot by a police officer who mistakes his toy gun 
for a real threat. As a ghost, he observes the devastation that’s been unleashed on his family and community in the 
wake of what they see as an unjust and brutal killing. Soon Jerome meets another ghost: Emmett Till, a boy from a 
very different time but similar circumstances. Emmett helps Jerome process what has happened, on a journey 
towards recognizing how historical racism may have led to the events that ended his life.  

 
Lifeboat 12 by Susan Hood  -- With Nazis bombing London every night,  thirteen-year-old Ken escapes aboard the 
SS City of Benares to safety in Canada. Life aboard the luxury ship is grand and after five days at sea, the ship’s 
officers announce that they’re out of danger. They’re wrong. Late that night, an explosion hurls Ken from his 
bunk. After being torpedoed, the Benares is sinking fast. Terrified, Ken scrambles aboard Lifeboat 12 with five 
other boys. Will they survive? Based on true events and real people. ++ 

All descriptions taken from OCLN, Accelerated Reader, Goodreads or Amazon. 



 

 

 
The Lions of Little Rock by Kristine Levine -- As twelve-year-old Marlee starts middle school in 1958 Little Rock, it 
feels like her whole world is falling apart. Until she meets Liz, the new girl at school. But when Liz leaves school 
without even a good-bye, the rumor is that Liz was caught passing for white. Marlee decides that doesn't matter. 
She just wants her friend back. And to stay friends, Marlee and Liz are even willing to take on segregation and the 
dangers their friendship could bring to both their families.  
 

MYSTERY/ADVENTURE 
Beyond The Bright Sea by Lauren Wolk -- Twelve-year-old Crow has lived her entire life on a tiny, isolated piece 
of the starkly beautiful Elizabeth Islands in Massachusetts. Abandoned and set adrift in a small boat when she was 
just hours old, Crow has always been curious about the world around her, but it isn’t until the night a mysterious 
fire appears across the water that the unspoken question of her own history forms in her heart. Soon, an 
unstoppable chain of events is triggered, leading Crow down a path of discovery and danger. 
 
The Blackthorn Key by Kevin Sands -- Following a series of murders, an apothecary’s apprentice must solve 
puzzles and decipher codes in pursuit of a secret that could destroy the world. When a mysterious cult begins to 
prey on London’s apothecaries, the trail of murders grows closer and closer to Blackthorn’s shop. With time 
running out, Christopher must use every skill he’s learned to discover the key to a terrible secret with the power 
to tear the world apart. 
 
The London Eye Mystery by Siobhan Dowd -- Ted and Kat watched their cousin Salim board the London Eye, but 
after half an hour it landed and everyone trooped off—except Salim. Where could he have gone? How on earth 
could he have disappeared into thin air? Ted and his older sister, Kat, become sleuthing partners, since the police 
are having no luck. Despite their prickly relationship, they overcome their differences to follow a trail of clues 
across London in a desperate bid to find their cousin. And ultimately it comes down to Ted, whose brain works in 
its own very unique way, to find the key to the mystery.  

 
*The Westing Game by Ellen Raskin -- A bizarre chain of events begins when sixteen unlikely people gather for 
the reading of Samuel W. Westing’s will. And though no one knows why the eccentric, game-loving millionaire has 
chosen a virtual stranger—and a possible murderer—to inherit his vast fortune, on things for sure: Sam Westing 
may be dead…but that won’t stop him from playing one last game! 
 

NON- FICTION 
*I Will Always Write Back: How One Letter Changed Two Lives by Caitlin Alfrienka, Marta Ganda & Liz Welch -- 
Everyone in Caitlin's class wrote to an unknown student somewhere in a distant place. Martin was lucky to even 
receive a pen-pal letter. There were only ten letters, and fifty kids in his class. But he was the top student, so he 
got the first one. That letter was the beginning of a correspondence that spanned six years and changed two lives. 
In this compelling dual memoir, Caitlin and Martin recount how they became best friends, and better people 
through their long-distance exchange. Their story will inspire you to look beyond your own life and wonder 

about the world at large and your place in it. 
 
*The Rock and the River by Kekla Magoon --  In 1968 Chicago, thirteen-year-old Sam Childs is caught in a conflict 
between his father's nonviolent approach to seeking civil rights for African Americans and his older brother, who 
has joined the Black Panther Party. Sam is faced with a difficult decision. Will he follow his father or his brother? 
His mind or his heart? The rock or the river? 
 
Roses and Radicals: The Epic Story of How American Woman Won The Right To Vote by Susan Zimet -- The 
United States of America is almost 250 years old, but American women won the right to vote less than a hundred 
years ago. The leaders of the suffrage movement are heroes who were fearless in the face of ridicule, arrest, 
imprisonment, and even torture. Many of them devoted themselves to the cause knowing they wouldn't live to 
cast a ballot. The story of women's suffrage is epic, frustrating, and as complex as the women who fought for it. 

 

All descriptions taken from OCLN, Accelerated Reader, Goodreads or Amazon. 



 

Shipwreck at the Bottom of the World: The Extraordinary True Story of Shackleton and the Endurance by Jennifer 
Armstrong-- Describes the 1914 Shackleton Antarctic expedition and how the ship, Endurance, was trapped for 
months, then crushed, forcing the men to make a long, perilous journey across ice and stormy seas to reach 
inhabited land. 
 
Trident K9 Warriors by Mike Ritland -- As a SEAL during a combat deployment in Iraq, Mike Ritland saw a 
military working dog in action and instantly knew he had found his true calling. He started his own company 
training and supplying dogs for the SEAL teams, U.S. government, and Department of Defense. Today, Ritland's 
highly trained dogs are capable of handling both detection and apprehension work in the most extreme 
environments and battlefield conditions. With this first-of-its-kind book, readers are offered an inside look at 
these elite K9 warriors and the extreme missions they undertake to save countless lives 

 
REALISTIC FICTION 

Another Kind Of Hurricane by Tamara Ellis Smith -- A hurricane, a tragic death, two boys, one marble. How they 
intertwine is at the heart of this beautiful, poignant book. When ten-year-old Zavion loses his home in Hurricane 
Katrina, he and his father are forced to flee to Baton Rouge. And when Henry, a ten-year-old boy in northern 
Vermont, tragically loses his best friend, Wayne, he flees to ravaged New Orleans to help with hurricane relief 
efforts—and to search for a marble that was in the pocket of a pair of jeans donated to the Red Cross. 
 
The Benefits of Being An Octopus by Ann Braden -- Seventh-grader Zoey has her hands full as she takes care of her 
much younger siblings after school every day while her mom works her shift at the pizza parlor. At least there’s 
Lenny, her mom’s boyfriend who lets them all live in his nice, clean trailer. At school, Zoey tries to stay under the 
radar. Her only friend Fuchsia has her own issues, and since they're in an entirely different world than the rich kids, 
it’s best if no one notices them. Unfortunately, she’s not totally invisible, and one of her teachers forces her to join 
the debate club. Even though Zoey resists participating, debate ultimately leads her to see things in a new way. Can 

Zoey find the courage to speak up, even if it means risking the most stable home she’s ever had? 
 

The Bridge Home by Padma Venkatraman -- When Viji and her sister, Rukku run away to live on their own, the 
situation could not be more grim. Life on the streets of Chennai is harsh for girls considered outcasts, but the 
sisters manage to find shelter on an abandoned bridge and  befriend Muthi and Arul, two boys in a similar 
predicament. When the kids are forced from their safe haven on the bridge, they take shelter in a graveyard. But it 
is now the rainy season and they are plagued by mosquitos, and Rukku and Muthu fall ill. As their symptoms 
worsen, Viji and Arul must decide whether to risk going for help or to continue holding on to their fragile, 
hard-fought freedom.  ++ 
 
The Ethan I Was Before by Ali Standish -- Ethan had been many things. He was always ready for adventure and 
always willing to accept a dare, especially from his best friend, Kacey. But that was before. Before the accident that 
took Kacey from him. Before his family moved from Boston to the small town of Palm Knot, Georgia. Palm Knot 
may be tiny, but it’s the home of possibility and second chances. It’s also home to Coralee, a girl with a big 
personality and even bigger stories. Coralee may be just the friend Ethan needs, except Ethan isn’t the only one 
with secrets. Coralee’s are catching up with her, and what she’s hiding might be putting both their lives at risk. 

Finding Perfect by Elly Swartz-- Molly Nathans is striving for perfection in her 12-year-old life. She is an excellent 
slam poet and plans to prove it to her school by winning the regional competition. She's also hoping to prove it to 
her mother, who has left the family for a job in Toronto. As if her absent mother isn't enough of a worry, Molly 
becomes aware that her compulsion to count by fours and line up her figurines with a ruler is getting out of hand. 
With middle school friendships and family relationships at its heart, this novel offers an empathetic guide to coping 
with a mental health issue.  

*Fish in a Tree by Lynda Mullaly Hunt -- Ally has been smart enough to fool a lot of smart people. Every time she 
lands in a new school, she is able to hide her inability to read by creating clever yet disruptive distractions.  She is 
afraid to ask for help; after all, how can you cure dumb? However, her newest teacher Mr. Daniels sees the bright, 
creative kid underneath the trouble maker. With his help, Ally learns not to be so hard on herself and that dyslexia 

All descriptions taken from OCLN, Accelerated Reader, Goodreads or Amazon. 



is nothing to be ashamed of. Ally discovers that there’s a lot more to her—and to everyone—than a label, and that great 
minds don’t always think alike. 

 
Genesis Begins Again- by Alicia D. Williams -- After being evicted, Genesis and her mom have to stay with her 
grandma who is always haranguing her Mom to leave her Dad. But things aren’t all bad. Genesis actually likes her 
new school. Her choir teacher says she is talented, and she even encourages Genesis to join the talent show. But 
how can Genesis believe anything her teacher says when her dad tells her the exact opposite? How can she stand up 
in front of all those people with her dark skin knowing even her own family thinks lesser of her because of it? ++ 
 
*The Great Unexpected by Sharon Creech -- A story of Sybil and Nula (now estranged sisters who grew up together 
in Ireland) and Naomi and Lizzie (both orphans in present-day USA). Young Naomi is brimming with curiosity and 
her best friend, Lizzie could talk the ears off a cornfield. Naomi has a knack for being around when trouble happens 
and knows all the peculiar people in town. But then, one day, a strangely charming Finn boy drops out of a tree. 
And then a man appears, asking all kinds of questions. Curious surprises are revealed—three locked trunks, a pair 
of rooks, a crooked bridge, and that boy—and soon Naomi and Lizzie find their lives changed forever. 

 
Hello, Universe by Erin Entrada Kelly-- One day, four lives weave together in unexpected ways. Virgil Salinas is shy 
and kind-hearted. Valencia Somerset,  is deaf, smart, brave, and secretly lonely. Kaori Tanaka is a self-proclaimed 
psychic, whose little sister, Gen, is always following her around. And Chet Bullens wishes the weird kids would just 
stop being so different so he can concentrate on basketball. They aren’t friends, at least not until Chet pulls a prank 
that traps Virgil and his pet guinea pig at the bottom of a well. This disaster leads Kaori, Gen, and Valencia on an 
epic quest to find missing Virgil. Through luck, smarts, bravery, and a little help from the universe, a rescue is 
performed, a bully is put in his place, and friendship blooms. 

 
*Homecoming by Cynthia Voigt -- “It’s still true.” That’s the first thing James Tillerman says to his older sister, 
Dicey, every morning. It’s still true that their mother has abandoned the four Tillermans in a mall parking lot 
somewhere in the middle of Connecticut. It’s still true that they have to find their own way to Great-aunt Cilla’s 
house in Bridgeport. It’s still true that they need to spend as little as possible on food and seek shelter anywhere that 
is out of view of the authorities and that the only way they can hope to stay together is to just keep moving forward. 
Deep down, Dicey hopes they can find someone to trust, but she’s afraid it’s just too much to hope for. 
 
House Arrest by K.A. Holt -- Timothy is on probation. It's a strange word—something that happens to other kids, to 
delinquents, not to kids like him. And yet, he is under house arrest for the next year. He must check in weekly with a 
probation officer and a therapist, and keep a journal for an entire year. When he must take drastic measures to help 
his struggling family, staying out of trouble proves more difficult than Timothy ever thought it would be. How can 
he find redemption as he navigates life with a sick brother, a grieving mother, and one tough probation officer? 

 
The Insignificant Events In The Life Of A Cactus by Dusti Bowling 
Aven Green loves to tell people that she lost her arms in an alligator wrestling match, or a wildfire in Tanzania, but 
the truth is she was born without them. When her parents take a job running Stagecoach Pass, a rundown western 
theme park in Arizona, Aven moves with them across the country knowing that she’ll have to answer the question 
over and over again. Her new life takes an unexpected turn when she bonds with Connor, a classmate who also 
feels isolated because of his own disability, and they discover a room at Stagecoach Pass that holds bigger secrets 

than Aven ever could have imagined. It’s hard to solve a mystery, help a friend, and face your worst fears. But Aven’s 
about to discover she can do it all . . . even without arms. 

 
Just Like Jackie  by Lindsey Stoddard -- For as long as Robinson Hart can remember, it’s just been her and 
Grandpa, who’s memory has been getting so bad that he sometimes can’t even remember Robbie’s name. She’s sure 
that she’s making things worse by getting in trouble at school, but she can’t resist using her fists when bullies make 
fun of her for not having a mom. Now she’s stuck in group guidance. There’s no way Robbie’s going to open up 
about her life to some therapy group. Besides, if she told anyone how forgetful Grandpa’s been getting lately, they’d 

take her away from him. He’s the only family she has—and it’s up to her to keep them together, no matter what. 

All descriptions taken from OCLN, Accelerated Reader, Goodreads or Amazon. 



Lights, Camera, Disaster by Erin Dionne -- Hester Greene loves making movies. With her camera in hand, she can 
focus, make decisions, and have the control she lacks in life, where her executive function disorder sabotages her 
every move.  But middle school is not a movie, and if her last-ditch attempt to save her language-arts grade doesn't 
work, Hess could lose her friends, her year, even her camera. By thinking outside the frame, she just might craft a 
whole new ending.  Written partially in script form, with STOP/PAUSE/PLAY/REWIND moments throughout, this 
story will speak to any budding filmmaker, or unintentional troublemaker, in every act of their lives. 
 
*Listen, Slowly by Thanhhà Lai -- Twelve-year-old Mai is sick of being perfect and her straight A's and 
extracurricular activities have gotten her a much unwanted trip to Vietnam with her family so she can learn more 
about her roots. But as time goes on, Mai grows closer to her family and she begins to understand her culture. 
 
Lucky Broken Girl by Ruth Behar -- Ruthie Mizrahi and her family recently emigrated from Castro’s Cuba to New 
York City. Just when she’s finally beginning to gain confidence in her mastery of English—and enjoying her reign as 
her neighborhood’s hopscotch queen—a horrific car accident leaves her in a body cast and confined her to her bed 
for a long recovery. As Ruthie’s world shrinks because of her inability to move, her powers of observation and her 
heart grow larger and she comes to understand how fragile life is, how vulnerable we all are as human beings, and 
how friends, neighbors, and the power of the arts can sweeten even the worst of times. 

One For The Murphys by Lynda Mullaly Hunt -- Carley uses humor and street smarts to keep her emotional walls 
high and thick. But the day she becomes a foster child, and moves in with the Murphys, she's blindsided. This 
loving, bustling family shows Carley the stable family life she never thought existed, and she feels like an alien in 
their cookie-cutter-perfect household. Despite her resistance, the Murphys eventually show her what it feels like to 
belong--until her mother wants her back and Carley has to decide where and how to live. She's not really a Murphy, 
but the gifts they've given her have opened up a new future. 
 
Rebound by Kwame Alexander -- Before Josh and Jordan Bell were streaking up and down the court, their father 
was learning his own moves. In this prequel to Newbery Medal winner The Crossover, Chuck Bell takes center stage, 
as readers get a glimpse of his childhood and during one pivotal summer when young Charlie is sent to stay with 
his grandparents where he discovers basketball and learns more about his family's past.   

The Remarkable Journey of Coyote Sunrise by Dan Gemeinhart --  Coyote and her dad, Rodeo, have lived on the 
road in an old school bus, criss-crossing the nation for five years. It's also how long ago Coyote lost her mom and 
two sisters in a car crash. Coyote hasn’t been home in all that time, but when she learns that the park in her old 
neighborhood is being demolished―the very same park where she, her mom, and her sisters buried a treasured  
memory box―she devises an elaborate plan to get her dad to drive 3,600 miles back to Washington state in four 
days...without him realizing it. Along the way, they'll pick up a strange crew of misfit travelers and over the course 

of thousands of miles, Coyote will learn that going home can sometimes be the hardest journey of all. 
 
Speechless by Adam Schmitt -- Thirteen-year-old Jimmy has just learned from his mother that he has to say a few 
words at the funeral the next day. Why him? What could he possibly say about his cousin, who ruined everything 
they did? As Jimmy attempts to navigate the odd social norms of the wake, he draws on humor, heartfelt concern, 
and a good deal of angst while racking his brain and his memory for a decent and meaningful memory to share. But 
it's not until faced with a microphone that the realization finally hits him: it's not the words that are spoken that 
matter the most, but those that are truly heard.  ++ 
 
Tight by Torrey Maldonado -- When  Bryan's friend Mike starts pressuring him with ideas of fun that are crazy 
risky, he feels like it's a rush following Mike, getting into all kinds of trouble. But Bryan never really feels right 
acting so wrong. So which way will he go, especially when his dad tells him it's better to be hard and feared than 
liked? But if there's one thing Bryan's gotten from his comic heroes, it's that he has power--to stand up for what is 
right. 

 
 

All descriptions taken from OCLN, Accelerated Reader, Goodreads or Amazon. 


